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Paper 1 – Understanding the Modern World
( The exam is 1hr 45mins. Section A has 6 questions, and Section B has 4. 
( There are two sections – you must answer all the questions on the topics we have studied. These are:
Section A –GERMANY, 1890-1945: DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP 

Section B – CONFLICT AND TENSION BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, 1945-1972
Guidance on Revision Technique:

( Interpretations are important in Section A. Remember, interpretations are ‘attempts to portray or represent the past in a particular way’. They are constructs of the past, written AFTER the event in question. 

( The questions in section A are usually set out as follows:

(1) How do the interpretations differ?




(4)
You need to compare the CONTENT of the interpretations – in what ways are they different?
Interpretation A suggests…………… whereas Interpretation B suggests……………

Remember – your points from the interpretations need to be LINKED TO THE QUESTION.

(2) Why might the interpretations differ?




(4)

In this question, you are trying to find REASONS why the interpretations are different. This might consider WHO wrote it, and WHAT their experiences might be of the topic in question. 

It might also consider the TIME at which they are writing, and how this might INFLUENCE their perspective. You also need to think about what the intention or motivation of the author might have been. 


Eg.    Interpretation A was written by……… in………. this may mean that…………because…………. 
The author may have been trying to……….
In comparison, Interpretation B was written by………. In………. this may mean that……….. because………. 

The author may have been trying to……….

(3) Which interpretation do you find more convincing?  


(8)
This question requires you to use your relevant knowledge and understanding of the topic in order to MAKE A JUDGEMENT on which interpretation you find the most convincing. 
It is suggested that you first compare the relative strengths and limitations of each interpretation, and then make a judgement on which is most convincing AND WHY. 
DETAILED KNOWLEDGE here is important; you are being marked on your ability to evaluate an interpretation by using your knowledge to say why it is convincing and what it fails to recognise. 
Interpretation A is convincing because it suggests…….. and from my own knowledge……….. However, it is limited because………….. and I know that………………..

Interpretation B is convincing because it suggests…….. and from my own knowledge……….. However, it is limited because………….. and I know that………………..

Overall, I find that Interpretation [ ] is more convincing for finding out about……………. Because…………………

(4) “Describe” question







(4)

This requires a description of TWO key features, and will test your knowledge. 

(5) “In what ways?” question






(8)
This requires you to explain how a group or an event was affected by a particular development. It focuses on changes as a result of a development. 

One way the lives of the German people were affected by the First World War is……………. This meant that/led to/ had the effect ……..

Try to identify at least three changes, explain them and make a judgement on the nature or extent of change. 
(6) ‘Bullet Point’ question

You  must talk about BOTH bullet points in your answer. 

Start with your SECOND CHOICE and explain why it was an important factor, using knowledge. Sum up the paragraph with a LINK TO THE QUESTION ‘This helped Hitler to become Chancellor because…….’

Then, explain which you think was the most important factor, using knowledge. Sum up the paragraph with a LINK TO THE QUESTION ‘This helped Hitler to become Chancellor because…….’

Your third paragraph is your conclusion, where you explain which factor you think was more important/significant AND EXPLAIN WHY – compare the factors and explain why one was more important than the other. 
Part 1: Imperial and Weimar Germany, 1870–1929
( Kaiser Wilhelm II and the difficulties in ruling Germany

Content Focus:
· the growth of parliamentary government 

· social reform and the growth of socialism 

· The influence of Prussian militarism; industrialisation 

· the domestic importance of the Navy Laws.

Context
Germany had only been a unified country since the Franco-Prussian wars in 1871. The unified Germany had a Kaiser (Emperor), who had complete control over the appointment of the chancellor, who in turn had control over the appointment of the government and its ministers. The Chancellor was answerable only to the Kaiser. 

There was a parliament, but it had very little actual power. 

In the 1870s and 1880s, Otto von Bismarck was the chancellor, and had a lot of power. He achieved:

· The introduction of a new currency and coinage to unify Germany

· The creation of a national postage service

· A new legal system

· A railway network

· A strong army

· The assimilation of national minorities in the new empire. 

In 1888, Wilhelm II became the Kaiser when his father died. He wanted to be more involved in ruling Germany and did not like the power that the chancellors had. 

His personality was not suited to ruling though. He had a bad temper and was prone to rash decisions. He was also known to fly into violent rages,

Kaiser Wilhelm II wanted a policy of WELTPOLITIK. He believed that with Germany’s rising industrial growth, rising population and nationalist ambition, Germany should have it’s ‘PLACE IN THE SUN’.

He wanted  Germany to build an overseas empire, so needed to build Germany’s navy to match her imperial ambitions. 

Many Germans agreed with Wilhelm II’s ambitions. 

The Growth of Parliamentary Government

The Kaiser had extensive powers including appointing and dismissing government ministers. 

The Reichstag could discuss, amend and vote on new legislation but could not decide what topics to discuss. 

At the same time however,  political parties were emerging, and developing in size and importance.  They never became big enough to gain a majority though. 

The RIGHT WING parties usually formed coalitions to make decisions together, but by 1914 these parties had declined in influence, and the more left-wing parties such as the SOCIAL DEMOCRATS had gained influence. 
Germany had a growing number of industrial workers, making the SDP appeal to more people, as they represented the rights of the workers. 

Each of Germany’s 25 states had control over their own domestic matters, but this control diminished with the national government organising a national army, communications and social insurance schemes. 

All of this meant:

· Most men were eligible to vote but had little real impact

· The Kaiser and his ministers controlled almost everything in Germany

The middle classes liked this, because they were afraid of the growing strength of the industrial workers and the left wing. 

Industrialisation

In 1880, Germany were producing half the amount of steel that Britain was, but by 1914 they were producing twice as much. This showed rapid industrialisation. 

By 1914, Germany was producing 1/3 of the world’s electrical goods, and had the most advanced telephone system in the world. 

Germany had leading chemical and steel industries, and foreign trade and exports flourished. 

The population grew from 40million in 1871 to 68million in 1914, which provided the manpower for the growth of industrial cities.

By 1914, only 1/3 of the labour force was working in agriculture, and as a result, food imports rose rapidly.

Social reform and Socialism

 German society was dominated by elite ruling classes who favoured RIGHT WING policies, and an AUTHORITARIAN style of rule. 

The growing nubers of industrial workers posed a possible threat to this structure of society, and the ruling classes were fearful of the SOCIALIST movement.

Each German government tried to pacify the demands of the workers through social reforms such as:

· Old age pensions 

· Sickness and accident insurance schemes

Many workers remained dissatisfied, and this led to continual growth I support for the SDP, and the COMMUNIST ideology of Karl Marx. 

In 1912, the SDP gained nearly 1/3 of the seats in the Reichstag. This shows how widespread socialist sentiment was becoming. 

The influence of Prussian Militarism

Prussia was the largest and most influential of the 25 states, as it ha 2/3 of the German population and over half the territory. It had a proud tradition of military activity, nd the army had sworn an oath of allegiance to the Kaiser. 
The influence of the Prussian military chiefs often directed German foreign policy, which was concerned with overseas expansion and the acquisition of an empire. 

Long-established countries on Germany’s borders were often viewed with suspicion.

The special status of the army was at odds with the development of DEMOCRATIC systems of government in Germany, but many Germans admired the army and what it stood for. 

Domestic importance of the German Naval Laws

To Wilhelm II, a large navy was essential for his colonial ambitions, and WELTPOLITIK.  He wanted to develop a navy to rival that of Great Britain.

Admiral von Tirpitz argued that Germany needed battleships that could compete with Britain’s, as success over the British Navy would ensure Germany’s place as a world power.

A large ship-building programme would also frighten the British government, and the hope was that this would make the British government more open to Germany’s colonisation of overseas territory and less likely to stand in their way. 
After Tirpitz became State Secretary of the Navy in 1897, several ‘NAVAL LAWS’ were passed which had a profound effect on Anglo-German relations,, as well as affecting the lives and attitudes of many Germans. 

1898 – The First Naval Law

Passed in spite of opposition from the SDP and the Conservative Party

Allowed for the building of SEVEN new battleships in addition to the TWELVE Germany already possessed. 

This would not be enough to match Britain or France, but was a turning point. 

1900 – The Second Naval Law

Passed during the Boer War in South Africa

Germany took the opportunity to sympathise with the Boers, who were fighting against the British.

This law doubled the size of the German fleet to 38 battleships.
This made it clear that the German navy was not just patrolling the coastline, but was directly attemptin to rival Britain.

This ENCOURAGED NATIONALIST ATTITUDES IN GERMANY, and created a fear of British ambitions. 

Early 1900s- more Naval Laws were passes in the Reichstag

Increased size of German Navy

Illustrated it’s importance

Encouraged the belief amongst Germans that Britain was attempting to become even more powerful, and prevent Germany becoming a Colonial Empire. 
From 1902 onwards, a Naval Arms Race developed between Britain and Germany.

Kaiser was in full support of Naval Expansion, it was seen as key to fulfilling German ambitions and a more powerful German empire.

(The impact of the First World War 
Content Focus:
· war weariness
· economic problems
· defeat 
· the end of the monarchy
(How far do the early problems of the Weimar Republic suggest that it was doomed from the start?
Content Focus:

· The origins of the Weimar Republic; the armistice; the effects of the Treaty of Versailles

· Political problems: the constitution and its consequences for government; political instability

· Challenges to Weimar, 1919–1923: the Spartacists; attempted takeovers by the right-wing: the Freikorps; Kapp Putsch; Munich Putsch

· Economic problems leading to hyperinflation; the invasion of the Ruhr.
(the Weimar Republic  
What? 

Towards the end of the war, Germany was becoming unstable and at the end of October 1918, the German navy mutinied. Rebellion spread throughout the country. In November Germany was forced to sign the armistices which ended the First World War. Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated and fled the country.
A new Republic was declared. In January 1919, elections were held for a new Reichstag and in February 1919, in the town of Weimar (because Berlin was too dangerous), a new government was agreed. Freidrich Ebert was elected President of the new Republic.
 
So What?
The early Weimar Republic was an unstable place with many different political groups believing that they knew what was best for the future of the country. In addition the Allies made sure that Germany got a different kind of government and was involved in deciding how to set up the new Weimar; this meant that many Germans had little respect for the new system. Germany was forced to abandon almost a military autocracy; after 1919, it was a parliamentary democracy.
(the armistice
What?
The armistice ended fighting in World War I on the 11th November 1918. The Germans signed an agreement which meant a cease-fire. However, the terms of Germany’s surrender were not agreed until the following May when the Treaty of Versailles was signed.

So What?
Although the German government had accepted that Germany could no longer fight, due largely to the British Naval Blockades of German seas which stopped supplies getting to the soldiers and civilian population, many of the German people were surprised when the armistice was signed, especially those fighting on the Western front where German troops had made some recent advances. One such soldier was Adolf Hitler who was later able to present the signing of the armistice as a betrayal of the German people, referring to the signatories as the “November Criminals” who had “stabbed in the back” the German soldiers; Dolchstosslegende. 
(the effects of the Treaty of Versailles
What?
The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were forced upon Germany by the “Big 3”  - the leaders of Britain, the USA and France. The terms provided that:

1. Germany had to accept the blame for starting the war.

2. Germany was forbidden to have submarines or an air force. She could have a navy of only six battleships, and an army of just 100,000 men. In addition, Germany was not allowed to place any troops in the Rhineland, the strip of land, 50 miles wide, next to France.

3. Germany had to pay £6,600 million, called reparations, for the damage done during the war.

4. Germany lost land in Europe. Germany’s colonies were given to Britain and France.
5. Germany could not join the League of Nations.
6. Germany could never unite with Austria.
So What?
The terms of the Treaty hit Germany hard and many suffered as a result of the economic hardships. Many Germans were “displaced” and now found themselves living outside Germany. Over time, the German people grew to resent the Treaty of Versailles and regard it as unfair and too harsh. Although in the Stresemann years, the terms and effects of the Treaty were modified, when depression hit after 1929, the Nazis were still able to blame the Treaty for Germany’s hardship. 

(Political problems: the constitution and its consequences for 
  government; political instability
What?
The Weimar Constitution was an attempt to establish democratic government in Germany. At the head of the Government was the president who had powers of veto under Article 48 of the constitution to suspend the power of the Reichstag which was the parliament. The Chancellor was in charge of the government. The seats in the Reichstag were shared out in proportion to how many votes they got.

So What?
The problem for the Weimar Republic was that it was potentially weak from within. The president and the army had a lot of power and because of the voting system – proportional representation – the Reichstag could have lots of small parties with seats and therefore it was difficult to get agreement to do anything and made the Reichstag divided and weak. In addition there were extreme parties on both the left and right who were challenging the new democracy.
(Challenges to Weimar, 1919–1923

The Spartacists - The Communist KPD hated the new government: 

In Jan 1919, 50,000 Spartacists rebelled in Berlin, led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Leibknecht. In 1919, Communist Workers’ Councils seized power all over Germany, and a Communist ‘People’s Government’ took power in Bavaria. Ebert used the Freikorps (unemployed soldiers) to put down the revolt. 
The Freikorps and The Kapp Putsch: in March 1920, a Freikorps brigade rebelled against the Treaty, led by Dr Wolfgang Kapp.  It took over Berlin and tried to bring back the Kaiser. In the same year terrorist groups murdered 356 politicians and in August 1921 Matthias Erzberger, the man who signed the armistice (a 'November criminal'), was shot. 
Munich Putsch - Hitler had prepared his stormtroopers to help in a wider Bavarian rebellion.  When the Bavarian leaders (Kahr, Lossow and Seisser) threatened to call off the action, Hitler realised that he could not keep the stormtroopers waiting any longer.   On the night of 8 Nov 1923 he took over the Beer Hall and forced Kahr, Lossow and Seisser to promise to support him.   A triumphal march into Munich was planned on 9 Nov, but the police easily dispersed the Nazis. Although the Putsch failed, it - and the trial that followed - turned Hitler into a national hero, and laid the foundation of his future success
(Economic problems leading to hyperinflation; the invasion of the Ruhr.
What?
The cause of the trouble was Reparations – the government paid them by printing more money, causing inflation. In 1921 the German government made its payment of £50 million but the following year did not pay anything. Ebert tried to negotiate extra time to pay the Allies but in the end they ran out of patience. In January 1923, Germany failed to make a payment, and France invaded the Ruhr.  This humiliated the government, which ordered a general strike. The French troops turned on the workers and over 100 were killed. The German government paid the strikers by printing more money, causing hyperinflation.

So What?
The French were legally permitted under the Treaty of Versailles to enter the Ruhr and take payment in kind instead of reparations. This was depicted by the Germans as an act of aggression and oppression against a struggling Germany. 

Hyperinflation ruined the German economy but not before some in big business had benefited by paying off debts with worthless money. Those who suffered most were the middle classes who had saved modestly and then found their savings were worthless. Pensioners also suffered as their pensions which previously had bought them enough to live on, now wouldn’t buy a loaf of bread. 

(Key issue: How far did the Weimar Republic recover under Stresemann?

Content Focus:

· The role of Stresemann, as Chancellor and then Foreign Minister

· The recovery of the economy: new currency; the Dawes and Young Plans

· Developments in international relations: Locarno Pact, League of Nations, Kellogg-Briand Pact

· The extent of recovery – politically, economically and culturally.
(The role of Stresemann, as Chancellor and then Foreign Minister
In 1923, the Weimar Republic was on the verge of collapse the period 1923-1929 was a time when the economy boomed and cultural life flourished in Germany. 

This dramatic turnabout happened because Germany was saved by two people - Gustav Stresemann and Charles Dawes.
What?
Stresemann’s list of achievements include:
· The Dawes Plan, 1924
Stresemann called off the 1923 Ruhr strike and started to pay reparations again – but the American Dawes Plan gave Germany longer to make the payments (and the Young Plan of 1929 reduced the payments).
· Inflation brought under control
Stresemann called in all the old, worthless marks and burned them.  He replaced them with a new Rentenmark (worth 3,000 million old marks).
· French leave the Ruhr, April 1924
Stresemann persuaded the French to leave.
· In Foreign policy
Stresemann signed the Locarno Treaty in 1925 agreeing to the loss of Alsace-Lorraine. This treaty meant that Germany was now accepted the territorial changes of the Treaty of Versailles. In 1926, Germany was allowed to join the League of Nations.  Germany had become a world power again.
· Economic Growth
Germany borrowed 25,000 million gold marks, mainly from America.  This was used to build roads, railways and factories.  The economy boomed and led to prosperity.  Cultural life also boomed (the Roaring Twenties).
· Reforms
Stresemann introduced reforms to make life better for the working classes - Labour Exchanges (1927) and unemployment pay.  Also, 3 million new houses were built.
· And Stresemann arranged a 'Great Coalition' of the moderate pro-democracy 
parties (based around the SDP, the Centre party and Stresemann's own 'German people's Party', the DVP).  United together, they were able to resist the criticism from smaller extremist parties, and in this way, he overcame the effects of proportional representation - the government had enough members of the Reichstag supporting it to pass the laws it needed.
(The recovery of the economy: 
   New currency; the Dawes and Young Plans

What?
Charles Dawes was an American government economist who was sent to Europe to sort out Germany's economy. Under his advice, the German Reichsbank was reformed and the old money was called in and burned. This ended the hyperinflation. 
Dawes also arranged the Dawes Plan with Stresemann, which gave Germany longer to pay reparations. Most importantly, Dawes agreed to America lending Germany 800 million gold marks, which kick-started the German economy.
What?
The Young Plan was the work of another American, Owen Young.  He was sent to Germany in 1929 by the Committee in charge of reparations to investigate the effects of the Wall Street Crash on the German economy. Young's report suggested that the total amount of reparations should be reduced by about three-quarters and that Germany should make annual payments on a sliding-scale up to 1988. The Young Plan was accepted by all the governments concerned. 
So What?
The Young Plan gave Germany time to recover and much longer to pay the reparations. However, it did not actually abandon the principle and that meant it was severely criticized in Germany by right-wing politicians such as politicians like Adolf Hitler and Alfred Hugenberg. The President of the Reichsbank, Hjalmar Schacht, also disagreed with the plan and resigned from office.
(Developments in international relations: Locarno Pact, League of Nations, Kellogg-Briand Pact

What?
The Locarno Treaty 1925 meant that Germany agreed to the loss of Alsace-Lorraine and accepted the territorial changes of the Treaty of Versailles.

So What?
This treaty meant that Germany was allowed to join the League of Nations in 1926. Germany had become a world power again.
What?
The Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928 was a pledge made by 65 nations to condemn war and resolve any dispute by peaceful means. 
So What?
Whilst this was a diplomatic pledge, there was nothing in the pact about what would happen if a nation broke the terms of the agreement. All the states said that they were keeping their armies for “self-defence”. However, at the time the pact was seen as the start of a new age of peaceful cooperation. 

(The extent of recovery – politically, economically and culturally.
What?
Politics – although the Stresemann years were  more stable, both the Nazis and the Communists were building up their party organisations. Even during the more stable years, there were 4 chancellors and about 30% of the Reichstag vote often went to parties opposed to the Republic. AND Hindenburg was elected as President in 1926. He was old and opposed democracy. (He had even checked with the exiled Kaiser before accepting the post). 
Economics – the boom in the Weimar economy was never very stable and much of it depended on US loans. Big businesses and landowners did well – the value of property in Berlin rose by 700%. Workers in heavy industry did ok too. However, farmers and the middle classes lost out. They over-produced to try and make enough money to pay their debts. Small shop keepers lost out to big department stores, some of which were owned by Jews. Many people started to think that the Weimar government had nothing to offer them.
Culture - The 1920s became in Germany a time of real cultural creativity, with developments in Architecture, Art, Books, Films and Cabaret.
Famous names of this period include:
•  the Bauhaus school of architecture, the artist Paul Klee, the singer and film star Marlene Dietrich and the artist Otto Dix (famous for his harsh paintings of World War One trenches).
So What?
The recovery of Germany under Stresemann was precarious. The benefits in the economy were not enjoyed by all and politically there was still division. Even the rich cultural developments of the 1920s were enjoyed by only a minority and regarded by some as signalling moral decline. 
(Key issue: How far did the Nazi Party develop its ideas and organisation up to 1929?

Content Focus:

· Early career of Hitler; German Workers’ Party under Drexler; early development of the Nazi Party

· The Munich Putsch and its consequences; Mein Kampf

· Decline in support in the Stresemann years; consolidation of Nazi organisation in the later 1920s.
(Early career of Hitler; German Workers’ Party under Drexler; early development of the Nazi Party
What?
After failing to get into the Vienna Art Conservatoire, Hitler worked as jobbing artist and spent some time on the streets. When the war broke out he joined up and fought as a corporal. When the armistice was signed Hitler felt that the German soldiers had been betrayed and regarded them as “November criminals”. The German Workers’ Party, led by Anton Drexler, was formed in 1919.   Hitler joined and soon became leader.   His speeches gave people scapegoats to blame for Germany’s problems:

•      The Allies. 

•      The Versailles Treaty and the ‘November Criminals’ 
•      The Communists, and: 

•      The Jews. 

Twenty-five Point Programme
In 1920, the party renamed itself the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazis), and announced its Twenty-Five Point Programme.  

At first, the Nazis were both nationalist (they believed in Germany’s greatness) and socialist (they believed the state should benefit the less well off and create jobs for everyone).
(The Munich Putsch and its consequences; Mein Kampf
What?
On the 8th Nov 1923 Hitler interrupted the Beer Hall meeting, and forced Kahr, Lossow and Seisser (leaders of the right-wing Bavarian government who were fed up of the Weimar democracy) at gunpoint to agree to support his assault on Munich. The SA took over the Army HQ (but NOT the telegraph office). Kahr, released by Hitler, called in the police and army reinforcements. 

The next day the Nazis marched on Munich.  The attempted Putsch was stopped by police and 16 Nazis were killed. Ludendorff was arrested.  Hitler hid, then fled (he was arrested 2 days later).
So What?
Hitler used his trial as a publicity stunt for Nazi ideas and the trial made him well known throughout Germany. He gained a following who thought he was a hero for standing up to the Weimar government. Even the judge at his trial for treason must have thought him plausible as Hitler was only “gagged” (forbidden from making speeches) and imprisoned in Landsberg prison for 9 months. Whilst in prison, Hitler wrote Mein Kampf which set out his ideas about Aryan supremacy and anti-Semitism. He also decided that to overturn the Weimar democracy by force would not work and that he would have to work within its legal framework to gain power. 
(Decline in support in the Stresemann years; consolidation of Nazi organisation in the later 1920s
What?
The prosperity of the Stresemann years meant that the Nazi’s message became less appealing and the party lost support.  
	Date of Election 
	Jan 1919 
	Jun 1920 
	May 1924 
	Dec 1924 
	May 1928 
	Sep 1930 
	Jul 1932 
	Nov 1932 
	Mar 1933 

	SPD Social Democrats 
	165 
	102 
	100 
	131 
	153 
	143 
	133 
	121 
	120 

	Communists KPD/USPD 
	22 
	88 
	62 
	45 
	54 
	77 
	89 
	101 
	81 

	Centre Party (Catholics) 
	91 
	64 
	65 
	69 
	62 
	68 
	75 
	70 
	74 

	DDP (Democrats) 
	75 
	39 
	28 
	32 
	25 
	20 
	4 
	2 
	5 

	Right-wing parties (BVP/ DVP/DNVP) 
	63 
	157 
	156 
	174 
	134 
	90 
	66 
	83 
	72 

	NSDAP (Nazis) 
	  
	  
	32 
	14 
	12 
	107 
	230 
	196 
	288 

	Others 
	7 
	9 
	29 
	29 
	51 
	72 
	11 
	12 
	7 

	Total Deputies 
	423 
	459 
	472 
	493 
	491 
	577 
	608 
	584 
	647 


 
   
So What?
Hitler set about reorganising the Party.   He put in place many of the things which helped it take power after 1928. He reduced the number of Stormtroopers (SA) and set up the SS, a personal bodyguard fanatically loyal to himself. He set up a network of local parties and merged with other right-wing parties, then took them over. He set up the Hitler Youth, which attracted young people to the party. Perhaps most importantly, he put Josef Goebbels in charge of propaganda.   Goebbels and Hitler believed that the best way to get the support of the masses was by appealing to their feelings rather than by argument.   They waged a propaganda campaign using posters, leaflets, radio and film, and organised rallies. Hitler also won political and financial support of wealthy businessmen promising them that, if he came to power, he would destroy Communism and the Trade Unions.  

Part 2: Germany and the Depression
(Key issue: How and why was Hitler able to become Chancellor in January 1933?

Content Focus:

· The impact of the Wall Street Crash and Depression in Germany; growth in support for the Nazis and other extremist parties

· The Weimar system of government and the failure of democracy; the elections of 1930 and 1932; invitation to lead a coalition government, 1933; reactions among German people.

(The impact of the Wall Street Crash and Depression in Germany; growth in support for the Nazis and other extremist parties
What?
After the Wall Street Crash of 1929, the USA called in its loans to Germany, and the German economy collapsed.   The Number of unemployed grew; people starved on the streets.  The world-wide depression hit Germany very hard. In the crisis, people wanted someone to blame, and looked to extreme solutions – Hitler offered them both, and Nazi success in the elections grew.  Hitler appealed to businesses as he promised protection from Jewish competition. He appealed to the young and unemployed as he promised a future for Germany after the Treaty of Versailles had been abolished and he appealed to the Junkers (the aristocracy) as they felt that the democracy of Weimar had let them down and they longed for the strong government of the Kaiser’s years. Germans turned to Nazism because they were desperate.   

So What?
The number of Nazi seats in the Reichstag rose from 12 in 1928 to 230 in July 1932. See the chart on page 11 – the electoral fortunes of the Nazis increased as did unemployment. Other parties such as the Communists (KPD) also increased their share of the vote in the Reichstag. This actually made it easier for Hitler to become Chancellor as the growth of extremist parties in the Reichstag made it increasingly difficult to achieve consensus to deal with the problems facing Weimar. This led to Hindenburg resorting to appointing Hitler to the job of Chancellor in the hope of him being able to restore control to government.
(The Weimar system of government and the failure of democracy; the elections of 1930 and 1932; invitation to lead a coalition government, 1933; reactions among German people

What?
Franz von Papen (a friend of Hindenburg) was Chancellor, but he could not get enough support in the Reichstag because the system of proportional representation allowed lots of parties with a share of the vote a % of the seats in the Reichstag: this made decision making very difficult as few parties could agree. Hindenburg and von Papen were having to govern by emergency decree under Article 48 of the Constitution. This effectively by-passed democracy. They offered Hitler the post of vice-Chancellor if he promised to support them. Hitler refused – he demanded to be made Chancellor.   So Von Papen and Hindenburg took a risk.   On 30 January 1933 Hindenburg made Hitler Chancellor and Von Papen vice-Chancellor. He thought he could control Hitler – how wrong he was! 

So What?
In the end, Hitler did not TAKE power at all – he was given it because the system of Weimar democracy was failed when faced with extreme economic conditions which enabled lots of different parties to win seats in the Reichstag. It also provided, under Article 48 for the president to rule without democratic consent which meant that the undermining of Weimar democracy served to put Hitler into power. 
(Key issue: How did Hitler change Germany from a democracy to a Nazi dictatorship, 1933–1934, and then reinforce this?

Content Focus:
· The Reichstag Fire; the election of March 1933; the Enabling Act

· The elimination of political opposition: political parties, trade unions; the Night of the Long Knives; the death of Hindenburg; Hitler becomes Führer

· One party law and order: SS and Gestapo; concentration camps; propaganda; censorship; the media; control of education; youth movements; control of the churches.

(The Reichstag Fire; the election of March 1933; the Enabling Act

What?
On the 27th Feb 1933 the Reichstag burned down.  A Dutch Communist named van der Lubbe was caught red-handed with matches and fire-lighting materials.    Hitler used it as an excuse to arrest many of his Communist opponents, and as a major platform in his election campaign of March 1933.   The fire was so convenient that many people at the time claimed that the Nazis had burned it down, and then just blamed the Communists. However, there is no evidence of this and it is now widely believed that van der Lubbe did cause the fire, and that Hitler just took advantage of it.

So What?
Hitler held a general election on the 5th March appealing to the German people to give him a clear mandate (a majority).  Only 44% of the people voted Nazi so Hitler arrested the 81 Communist deputies on the grounds that they were terrorists who were responsible for the attack on the Reichstag. This did give him a majority. 

What?
On 23 March 1933 the Reichstag voted to give Hitler the power to make his own laws.  This was the Enabling Act. Nazi stormtroopers stopped opposition deputies going in, and beat up anyone who dared to speak against it.     
So What?
The Enabling Act made Hitler the dictator of Germany, with power to do anything he liked - legally. He did not need the agreement of the other parties in the Reichstag to make new laws.

(The elimination of political opposition: political parties, trade unions; the Night of the Long Knives; the death of Hindenburg; Hitler becomes Führer
What?
Hitler’s first move was to take over the trade unions on 2 May 1933. Leaders were sent to concentration camps and the organization was put under the control of the Nazi Party. The trade union movement now became known as the Labour Front. 
On the 14th July the Communist Party and the Social Democrat Party were banned. Party activists still in the country were arrested. A month later Hitler announced that the Catholic Centre Party, the Nationalist Party and all other political parties other than the NSDAP were illegal, and by the end of 1933 over 150,000 political prisoners were in concentration camps. 
In what was known as the Night of the Long Knives on 30th June 1934, Hitler turned on the SA which had helped him gain power. He had used them to defend his meetings, and attack opponents and by 1934 there were more than a million of them and they had outlived their usefulness for Hitler as there was no opposition left - the SA were an embarrassment, not an advantage.   Also, Ernst Rohm, the leader of the SA, was talking about a Socialist revolution and about taking over the army.   On the night of 30 June 1934 Hitler ordered the SS to kill more than 400 SA men, including Rohm.
So What?
When Hindenburg died in August 1934 Hitler took over the office of President and leader of the army (the soldiers had to swear to die for Adolf Hitler personally).   Hitler called himself 'Fuhrer' which means leader. His power was now without challenge. 
Part  3: The experiences of the German people under the Nazis
What?
Nazi Germany was a “Police State” in which everybody did as they were told - or paid the price. The Nazi Police were controlled by Heinrich Himmler and his feared secret police - the Gestapo. The police could arrest people on suspicion that they were about to do wrong. Local police units had to draw up a list of people in their locality who might be suspected of being "Enemies of the State". This list was given to the Gestapo - its leader - Reinhard Heydrich - was one of the most feared man in Nazi Germany. 
The concentration camps were where prisoners were sent. Punishments were very harsh and conditions were terrible. Before 1939, deaths in them occurred but they were not common. The idea was that anybody who had been in one, once released, would ‘advertise’ the fact that they were not places where people wanted to go. The flogging of inmates was common and the amenities were very basic and sparse. At Buchenwald, 480 men had one water tap between them which could only be used for 15 minutes on getting up. Any abuse of this rule would lead to 25 lashes. Any arrested Jew would get 60 lashes - a personal order from Hitler. Soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes etc were unheard of in camps such as Buchenwald (which held 8000 prisoners) and Dachau. Food and drink were minimal and the Jews had half the rations of other prisoners.


Censorship was enforced by the secret police and people in general were expected to report anything unacceptable to their local party chief. Those who knew something but did not report it were deemed as guilty as those who went against the system. Censorship ensured that the Nazis had the German public in their grip as they bombarded them on a daily basis on how their lives had been improved from the day Hitler became Germany's leader.
Education was very important in Nazi Germany. The Nazis were aware that education would create loyal Nazis by the time they reached adulthood. The curriculum was a propaganda tool and all teachers had to be vetted by local Nazi officials. All teachers had to be careful about what they said as children were encouraged to inform the authorities if a teacher said something that did not fit in with the Nazi's curriculum for schools. Subjects underwent a major change in schools. Some of the most affected were History and Biology in which children were taught about the supremacy of the Aryan race. 
The Hitler Jugend or Hitler youth was used to indoctrinate young people. To begin with it tried to appeal to young people through offering a sense of adventure and outdoor activities. Belonging to it was voluntary until, in December 1936, it was made compulsory. The Hitler Youth was divided into different groups depending on the age and gender:
-the 'Pimpf' for boys from 6 to 10
-the 'jungvolk' for boys from 10 to 14
-the 'hitler jugend' for boys from 14 to 18

-the 'jungmädel' for girls from 10 to 14
-the 'Bund Deutcher Mädel' for girls from 14 to 18 (League of German Maidens). 
The activities were mainly sporting and 'political': young people went camping, hiking, marched in uniform, sang Hitler youth songs, made things from their hands. But in fact discipline and requirements depended entirely on the part of Germany you lived in and the leaders you had. Even when attending became compulsory all groups did not check that every child enrolled came regularly.
Youth Opposition 

But not all young people were happy with the Nazi regime:

SOME girls were unhappy with the emphasis on the three Cs (Church, children, cooker). Girls who were regarded as true Aryan girls were sent off to special camps where they were bred with selected 'Aryan' boys. 

Towards the end of the war, youth gangs such as the Edelweiss Pirates and the White Rose Movement grew up, rejecting the HJ and Nazi youth culture.

The Edelweiss Pirates were mainly working class male youths. They would gather together and act in a manner that they would know would anger the local Nazi leaders. They sang songs that the Nazis had banned and played music that was also banned, such as jazz and blues tunes. They created areas within a town or city where members of the Hitler Youth were not tolerated. However, at no stage were they ever a danger to the Nazi regime and for years they were seen as nothing more than a youthful irritant. 
The White Rose movement founded by Hans and Sophie Scholl. Members of this movement openly campaigned against Hitler and the continuation of World War Two, which they believed was lost as early as 1942. Scholl encouraged members of the White Rose movement to engage in sabotage. 
 
In January 1942, Hans Scholl produced a leaflet entitled “A call to all Germans”. It stated: 
 
“The war is approaching its inevitable end. With mathematical certainty, Hitler is leading the German nation to disaster. Now is the time for those Germans to act who want to avoid being lumped with the Nazis barbarians by the outside world.” 
 
Hans  and Sophie Scholl were tried before the ‘People’s Court’, they were put on trial for treason, inevitably found guilty and executed.    
Political and Army opposition

The Stauffenberg Bomb Plot, July 1944. 
What?

The July Bomb Plot of 1944 was an attempt by senior German Army officers to kill Hitler and end World War Two. The July Bomb Plot was not the first attempt to kill Hitler, but it was the one that came the closest to success.

By the summer of 1944, some senior figures in Germany’s military believed that Hitler’s leadership was dooming Germany to defeat – many believed that defeat was simply a matter of time, especially after the Russian success at Stalingrad. They believed that the Allies would be open to negotiation with regards to a conditional surrender once Hitler had been killed. From this belief the Bomb Plot developed.

Hitler had frequently warned those in his inner circle that they all faced the problem of assassination attempts. Reinhard Heydrich had been assassinated in Prague and in 1942, there had been a failed attempt on Goebbels life. However, Hitler took great steps to prevent such attempts. No-one knew in advance his movements, whether it was by car, train or plane. Increasingly after 1940, he locked himself away in either the Chancellery in Berlin or his mountain home in Berchtesgaden.

General Ludwig Beck resigned from the army after Germany defeated Austria. He led the conspiracy against Hitler within the armed forces, together with Karl Goerdeler. They made an unsuccessful attempt to assassinate Hitler in March 1943.

The Bomb Plot took place in July 1944. The aim of Operation Valkyrie was to kill Hitler and take control of Berlin using the army.

On 20 July 1944, Colonel Claus von Staffenburg, a senior officer in the army, left a leather bag under a table in Hitler's headquarters in east Berlin.

When Hitler arrived, Staffenburg left the room and the bomb exploded.

So what?
Four people were killed.

Hitler suffered minor injuries. The conspirators were too slow. The soldiers didn't move and didn't take over the radio stations or phones.
Around 5,000 people who were suspected of being part of the plot to kill Hitler were executed, including 19 Generals and 26 Colonels. The plan was unsuccessful, but showed that there was discontent and opposition to the Nazis in the highest ranks of the armed forces. 
Religion 
What?
Hitler signed a Concordat with the Pope in 1933, agreeing to leave the Roman Catholic Church alone if it stayed out of politics - so most Catholics were happy to accept the Nazi regime.  
Hitler tried to get all Protestant Churches to unite as one official Reich Church which was headed by Bishop Ludwig Muller. Many Germans went along with this as long as the Nazis did not interfere too much. 
There was some opposition from the churches; the Catholic Bishop Galen criticised the Nazis. Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin Niemoller formed the alternative protestant church, the Confessional Church. Niemoller was imprisoned in a concentration camp from 1938-1945. Bonhoeffer worked for the intelligence services against Hitler during the war until his arrest in 1942. He was hanged in 1945. 
So What?
Control of the media, propaganda and censorship meant that Nazis had complete control over society as well as over government. Nazi policies affected every aspect of peoples’ lives and in relation to many people, especially the young, the Nazis influenced what people thought as well as did. It was this level of control and indoctrination that enabled the Nazis to carry out the atrocities against the Jews and minorities both before and during the war. The German people were conditioned not to question the regime. 
(Key issue: To what extent did Germans benefit from Nazi rule in the 1930s?

Content Focus:

· Economic policy: increased employment through public works programmes, rearmament and conscription; self-sufficiency

· Social policy: standards of living; promises to the German people; effects of Nazi policy on the lives of women; effects on culture

· Racial persecution: the Jews and other alien groups, e.g. gypsies.

(Economic policy: increased employment through public works programmes, rearmament and conscription; self-sufficiency

What?
In June 1933, the Nazis passed a Law to Reduce Unemployment. The RAD (National Labour Service) sent men on public works; eg the autobahns (motorways). The government increased spending between 1932–38 from about 5 billion to 30 billion marks. 
The Nazis aim for the economy was called 'Autarky' - the belief that Germany should

be self-sufficient. The New Plan of 1934 stopped imports, and subsidised industry.  
In 1936, Goering was put in charge. His Four Year Plan proposed to get the army and industry ready for war in four years. 
The Nazi propaganda machine extended to the economy and work place too.

As part of the Strength through Joy (KdF) Movement  workers were offered cut-price holidays, theatre trips and concerts. In Berlin, 1933–38, the KdF sponsored 134,000 events for 32 million people (2 million went on cruises & weekend trips, and 11 million on theatre trips). The KdF designed the Volkswagen (or ‘People’s Car’) ‘Beetle’, which it was planned to be able to buy for 5 marks a week. 
So What?
Production rose, especially of oil, steel, coal and explosives and unemployment fell from nearly 6 million to virtually nothing. The growth was dependant on preparation for war; Hitler built up the armed forces (e.g. conscription took 1 million unemployed). The soldiers needed equipment, so this set steel mills, coal mines and factories back into production. The Luftwaffe gave jobs to fitters, engineers and designers. In many ways it worked. BUT businesses were strictly controlled; they could be told to make something different/ were not allowed to raise wages/ workers could be sent to other factories. There was tension in the economy which was focused on preparing for war and the needs of the people; Goering said: ‘Iron makes an empire strong; butter only makes people fat’. This is sometimes referred to as the “guns v butter” debate.
(Social policy: standards of living; promises to the German people; effects of Nazi policy on the lives of women; effects on culture

What?
In some ways there is evidence that standards of living did improve for the German people. The lawlessness of the early 1930s was controlled and German society was more orderly and law-abiding; few people locked their doors. People could travel more easily due to the improved autobahns. Even propaganda had a positive effect as frequent ceremonies, rallies, colour and excitement to peoples’ lives and gave people hope. Though racist, the Nazi racial philosophy gave people self-belief. 

However, wages fell, and strikers could be shot - the Nazis worked closely with the businessmen to make sure that the workforce were as controlled as possible. The improvements in law and order were at the expense of individual freedoms such as the right to free speech and thought. 
Women in Nazi Germany were to have a very specific role bringing up children. The Law for the Encouragement of Marriage of 1933 law stated that all newly married couples would get a government loan of 1000 marks which was about 9 months average income. 800,000 newly weds took up this offer. This loan was not to be simply paid back. The birth of one child meant that 25% of the loan did not have to be paid back. Two children meant that 50% of the loan need not be paid back. Four children meant that the entire loan was cleared. A booming population was needed with young boys being groomed into being soldiers and young girls being groomed into being young mothers. 
Women’s lives were controlled. They were not expected to wear make-up or trousers and only flat shoes were expected to be worn. 
Women were not expected to work in Nazi Germany . In Weimar Germany there had been 100,000 female teachers, 3000 female doctors and 13,000 female musicians. Within months of Hitler coming to power, many female doctors and civil servants were sacked. This was followed by female teachers and lawyers. By the start of the Second World War, very few German women were in fulltime work. 
Art and Culture

All culture had to be German - eg music had to be Beethoven or Wagner (who was an anti-Semite) or German folk songs - or Nazi - eg all actors had to be members of the Nazi party/ only books by approved authors could be read. The Nazis held “book-burnings” of un-Nazi books and all architecture and art had to conform to the requirements of the Reich Ministry. 
So What?
Some people did experience improvements in their standard of living and unemployment did decrease under the Nazis but material improvements were at the expense of freedom and control of every aspect of peoples’ lives. Most importantly, all aspects of Nazi policy were aimed at preparing Germany for war and purging it of “non-desirables” and ethnic groups that were non-Aryan. 
(Racial persecution: the Jews and other alien groups, e.g. gypsies.

What?
The Jews in Nazi Germany suffered appallingly after January 1933. Some rich Jews could afford to leave Nazi Germany (or were forced to) but many could not. Thugs in the SA and SS were given a free hand in their treatment of the Jews. 
Once in power, Hitler used his position to launch a campaign against the Jews that culminated in the Holocaust after 1942. Hitler blamed the Jews for all the misfortunes that had befallen Germany the loss of the First World War was the result of a Jewish conspiracy the Treaty of Versailles was also a Jewish conspiracy designed to bring Germany to her knees the hyperinflation of 1923 was the result of an international Jewish attempt to destroy Germany 

After January 1933, the Jews became the "Untermenschen" - the sub-humans. Nazi thugs stopped Germans from shopping in Jewish shops. By 1934, all Jewish shops were marked with the yellow Star of David or had the word "Juden" written on the window. SA men stood outside the shops to deter anyone form entering. This was not necessarily a violent approach to the Jews - that was to come later - but it was an attempt to economically bankrupt them and destroy what they had spent years building up.
On buses, trains and park benches, Jews had to sit on seats marked for them. Children at schools were taught specifically anti-Semitic ideas. Jewish school children were openly ridiculed by teachers and the bullying of Jews in the playground by other pupils went unpunished. If the Jewish children responded by not wanting to go to school, then that served a purpose in itself and it also gave the Nazi propagandists a reason to peddle the lie that Jewish children were inherently lazy and could not be bothered to go to school.
In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws were passed. The Jews lost their right to be German citizens and marriage between Jews and non-Jews was forbidden. It was after this law that the violence against the Jew really openly started. Those that could pay a fine were allowed to leave the country. Many could not and many shops refused to sell food to those who remained. Medicines were also difficult to get hold of as chemists would not sell to Jews. 
1938 Krystalnacht - The Night of the Broken Glass
In November 1938, a Nazi 'diplomat' was shot dead by a Jew in Paris. Hitler ordered a seven day campaign of terror against the Jews in Germany to be organised by Himmler and the SS. On the 10th November, the campaign started. 10,000 shops owned by Jews were destroyed and their contents stolen. Homes and synagogues were set on fire and left to burn. The fire brigades showed their loyalty to Hitler by assuming that the buildings would burn down anyway, so why try to prevent it? A huge amount of damage was done to Jewish property but the Jewish community was ordered to pay a one billion mark fine to pay for the eventual clear-up. Jews were forced to scrub the streets clean.
The “final solution” was agreed at the Wannsee Conference in 1942 when the Nazi’s discussed using Xyclon B (the deadly gas) to begin a programme of extermination of the Jews. This is outside the remit of your course and you will not be asked questions about concentration camps and death squads. 
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/joseph_goebbels.htm" �Joseph Goebbels� as head of propaganda. His official title was Minister of Propaganda and National Enlightenment. Goebbels set up the Reich Chamber of Commerce in 1933. This organisation dealt with literature, art, music, radio, film, newspapers etc. Goebbels organised the sale of cheap radios called the "People's Receiver" so that Hitler’s speeches could be heard. Loud speakers were put up in streets so that people could not avoid any speeches by the Fuhrer. Cafes and other such properties were ordered to play in public speeches by Hitler.
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